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EARLIER INTERVENTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT STRATEGY 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.07 am]: I rise to update the house on 
the important work the McGowan government is doing to create better outcomes for vulnerable children and 
families. Through the earlier intervention and family support strategy, the Department of Communities contracts 
the Aboriginal in-home support service, the intensive family support service and the family support network. These 
contracts have more than tripled the number of community service organisations delivering these services and 
resulted in partnerships with 12 Aboriginal community controlled organisations, including direct service provision 
by Yorgum Aboriginal Corporation. 
Since the EIFS strategy commenced, we have seen the largest reduction of children in care for the last two decades. 
The number of non-Aboriginal children in care has reduced by 5.3 per cent—the largest reduction since 1997. 
Significantly, the number of Aboriginal children in care has reduced by 0.8 per cent, which is the first reduction 
since 1996. In the past financial year, we have seen a decrease in the growth of children coming into care in 15 of 
the 17 child protection districts. This continued improvement in numbers is due to our commitment to support 
frontline child protection staff and promote best practice—the recent statewide Signs of Safety gathering is a great 
example. Regionally, there was a reduction in growth of Aboriginal children in care in every district. Of children 
referred to services under the strategy, 91 per cent of those referred to the Aboriginal in-home support service and 
86 per cent referred to the intensive family support service remained at home with their parents after 12 months. We 
credit these promising results to our commitment to early intervention and focus on reunification. The McGowan 
government has invested a total of $112.5 million towards early intervention, including a further $10.3 million for 
a two-year expansion of the Aboriginal in-home support service led by the Wungening Aboriginal Corporation. 
Although there is still more work to be done, I welcome these results from our reforms and investment. I am proud 
to be part of a government that has a genuine commitment to work in partnership to deliver better outcomes for 
vulnerable children and their families, and these results speak for themselves. 
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